St. Joseph Parish

Service Center
210 West 13th Street
Hays, Ks. 67601

Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Friday 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon
Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holy Days /Holidays
Phone: 785-625-7356
Fax: 785-625-7394
E-mail: stjoseph@ruraltel.net

Cup a Joe
St. Joseph Food Pantry Coffee House
is open the Ist & 3rd Saturdays Mon.-Wed. 7-9a.m.
of the month, 9-noon. Use East Inside Stairs

Parish Mission Statement
“Under the protection of St. Joseph, we strive to foster a deeper
appreciation of our Catholic faith heritage through prayer,
worship and the celebration of the Sacraments. We are dedicated
to love and care for all God’s people in their physical, educational
and spiritual needs through the stewardship of time, talent, and
treasure.”

Masses
Saturday: 6:30 a.m. & 5:00 p.m. (Vigil Mass)
LifeTeen Mass - 1st & 3rd Saturday
Sunday: 7:30 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. (Choir Mass - except summer)

Weekdays: 6:30 a.m. & 5:30 p.m.
Holy Days: 5:30 p.m.(Vigil),6:30 a.m., 12:05 p.m., 5:30 p.m.

Sacraments

Reconciliation:

Saturdays at 3:45 - 4:30 p.m.
Thursday before First Friday at 4:00 p.m.

Marriage:
The first appointment must be made six (6)
months before the proposed date of marriage.
Non-parishioners will not be able to reserve
the church more than six (6) months before the
wedding date to allow St. Joseph parishioners
first choice.

Baptism:
First-time or inactive parents are required to
take the baptism class which is held the first
Monday evening of the month at 7 p.m. in the
Parish  Service Center. Call 625-7356 for
scheduling.

Anointing:
Please call the Parish Office to make an
appointment to be anointed before you enter

Bulletin Information: Deadline is Monday by 5:00 p.m.,
submitted in writing to the Parish Office.

St. Joseph Catholic Church is a Stewardship Parish

“The promotion of the practice of stewardship is important for the
mission of the Church and the spiritual well-being of each individual
Christian. Everyone benefits from the sacrificial gift one makes of his
time, talent, and treasure.” ~Pope Benedict XVI
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St. Joseph Parish Staff

Administrator
Fr. Mike Scully, OFM Cap.
stjpastor@ruraltel.net

785-625-7356

Associate
Fr. Barnabas Eichor, OFM Cap.
barnabas2cap@yahoo.com

785-625-7356

Parish Coordinator
Jane Vanek
stjpc@ruraltel.net

785-625-7356

Liturgist/Parish Organist/Office Manager
Kevin Rupp 785-625-7356

stjoseph@ruraltel.net

Director of Religious Education
Martha Brungardt

stjdre@ruraltel.net

785-625-7356

Pastoral Care & Evangelization Coordinator
Sr. Janet LeDuc, CSJ 785-625-7356
stjcare@ruraltel.net

Youth Coordinators
Jerry & Renee Michaud
michauds@ruraltel.net

785-625-7356

Business Administrator
Tony Dreiling
stjoffice@ruraltel.net

785-625-7356

RCIA

Staff 785-625-7356

St. Joseph Parish Support Staff

Capuchin Franciscan Friars
Fr. Canice Froehlich, OFM Cap.
Supply Ministry for St. Joseph

785-628-9214

Fr. Felix Petrovsky, OFM Cap.
felpet@eaglecom.net
Supply Ministry for St. Joseph

785-628-9214

Fr. Earl Befort, OFM Cap.
beforte@tmp-m.org
Pastor of Antonino, Catherine, Schoenchen
Supply Ministry for St. Joseph

785-628-9214

Pastoral Council Chairperson
Clarence Legleiter
clegleiter@media-net.net

785-625-7550

Finance Council Chairperson
Deborah Dinges
dkdinges@hotmail.com

785-625-9362

Choir Director
Carol Brull
rcbrull@ruraltel.net

785-625-9707

December 18, 2011 - Fourth Sunday of Advent

From the Friar’s Mind

Fr. Mike Scully, O.F.M.Cap.
THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

The Sacrament that is most neglected among Catholics is without doubt the
Sacrament of Reconciliation, what we have grown up calling “Confession” or
“Penance.” The Church has spoken about it, written about it, given Adult Educa-
tion classes on it, even set up special times for it, and still very few people take ad-
vantage of it. Most parishes have all but given up on the Sacrament, only offering it
“by appointment.” Actually, I believe that that is the best way to receive the Sacra-
ment—>by appointment—but still very few people take advantage of it.

I believe the parishioners here do a little better job than most parishes, but
to make the Sacrament even more available during Advent here at St. Joseph, I want
to propose some more times for the Sacrament, and also encourage you to set up
appointment times for the Sacrament. We want to offer the Sacrament at some spe-
cial times.

But before I do that, may I offer some thoughts on why you and I should
receive the Sacrament. First and foremost, we are sinners. We make mistakes. We
say it every time we go to Mass, but many times, we pass right over that moment,
not taking it seriously. We really need the Lord’s forgiveness; we really need to
correct some faults—we all have them, and one of the ways to attack them is to
think about them, and try to do something about them with the Lord’s help. I really
don’t think that too many mortal sins are committed, but the Sacrament is not only
set up for mortal sins. It is set up so that you and I can be better people, because if
we are better people, our community will be better, and our world will be better.

Secondly, following from that last thought, we are a community of Chris-
tian people, and the problem with our community is the people that make up the
community—you and I. Almost every sin is a sin against the community in some
way or another, and therefore we must have a desire to make our community better
by saying that we are sorry for what we have done fo the community by our faults
and sins. We do that by confessing our faults to a representative of the community,
that is, a priest.

Thirdly, we need someone to give us direction on “what to do” when it
comes to faults and sins. Every one of us needs “spiritual direction.” Many times
we don’t have the time to really go into deep spiritual direction, but the priest can
offer some guidelines, and it is always good to listen to what he thinks are good
ones.

And finally, I suggest that you spend time on the Sacrament. Whenever
you go, I think you should spend 30 minutes of your valuable time—preparing for
it, receiving it, and making the proper resolutions to do something about the future.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is the chance to talk to God’s representative about
our spiritual lives. We really should take advantage of it.

With that in mind, here are the times that we will offer the Sacrament dur-
ing the remaining days of Advent, 2011:

Penance Service: Monday, December 19 - 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, December 22 — 11 a.m. — 1 p.m.

Friday, December 23 — 11 a.m. — | p.m.

Saturday, December 24 — 11 a.m. — 1 p.m.

By appointment - call the parish office (625-7356) to set up a time; we will
schedule a 15 minute time-frame, or longer if you want.
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LITURGICAL INFORMATION

With the new translation of the Roman Missal, many new words

Sunday, December 18 - Fourth Sunday of Advent will be introduced into our liturgical language.
7:30 am. For the Parish ) ) )
10:00 a.m. L/D Mem Robert & Catherine Wahlmeier Clemency: The loving kindness, compassion, or mercy that God
Liturgy for Little Ones shows to sinners.

5:30 p.m. Vespers and Benediction

Monday, December 19 MINISTRY SCHEDULES FOR THE WEEK

6:30 a.m. Ed & Donna Stehno
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i 5:30 pm.  Mel & Frankie L. Schreiber WEEKDAY ALTAR SERVERS
! . g 5:30 p.m. Mass
: .m. mmunal Penan r p
i 0 Lo mise] IRSRIEE SETiee Monday, December 19 - Friday, December 23
I Servers: Kayle Casper & Emily Schulte
|
 Tuesday, December 20
i 6:30 a.m. +Ken Haas ADVENT VESPERS BENEDICTION
' 5:30 pm.  +Leonard Staudinger Sunday, December 18
: 5:30 p.m.
|
' Wednesday, December 21 - St. Peter Canisius, priest Server: Michael Lager
| 6:30 a.m. +Mary Ann Wasko Lector: Brenda Lager
i 5:30 p.m. +William F. Diehl Cantor: Cheryl Glassman
|
|
| Saturday, Sunday, Sunday,
: Thursday, December 22 o Dec 24, S;')“'rg:y’ Dec 25, Dec 25,
1 6:30 am. L/D Mem Dan & Angie Billinger 5:00 p.m. Miflc' bt 7:30 a.m. 10:00 2.m.
' 5:30 pm.  L/D Mem Lori Dinkel Family The Nativity of M:g The Nativity | The Nativity of
I The Lord of The Lord The Lord
|
| . .
'Friday, December 23 - St. John of Kanty, priest Katelyn Flax Pierce Matthew Allison
' 6:30 am. +Bridget Werth (Ann.) Altar L. Fl?;‘FlaX Is\ﬁtclggzgsm " Legleiter f{mpbe]]l)mﬂjng
1 . . 5 Mikael I
: 5:30 p.m. +Brldget A. Diehl Servers George Gatschet Michael Connor Staab
b Schulte Joyce Rupp @)
I .
| Roger Rife @)
Saturday, December 24 =
| )
| 6:30 am.  +Stephen K. Schmeidler IReader | Batbara Allen Schmidt | Tom Haas Shirley Dinkel
1 070,10 i
' 3:45p.m.  Sacrament of Reconciliation Wasinger
| 5:00 p.m. +Robert F. Frank 2Reader | Marcia Dinkel Tucker Mall Judy Schuler Leona Pfeifer
! NO Liturgy for Little Ones 3 .
! . Tom Bohm BarbaraBeran | Paul Baier Treva Benoit
i 1 153 0' p.m. Choir Prelude . . . Deb Bohm John Borra Lucy Baier Laytha Gnad
Midnight L/D Mem Francis “Giebe” & Velma Giebler Ethel Gatschet Jill Mall Mary Mike Gnad
I -~ Patricia Jim Mall Keberlein Andy Mattison
! CH Gottschalk Maddy Mall Sr. Mary Ann | Joyce Mattison
| -
: Sunday, December ;5 Ll N.a.thlty G ED Barbara Wagoner | Jorge Vazquez | Emie Tallman | Judy Mitchell
i 7:30 am.  +Alois Jr. & Cecilia Kreutzer Rachel Wentling Patricia Sharon Ruder
. 10:00 a.m. For the parish Windholz Rich Ruder
i NO Liturgy for Little Ones SubNeeded | Treva Benoit
|
! HBEM Emie Tallman | Vickie Haw-
|
i thome
1
' Rosary Rotation for Weekend Masses Cantor | ReneeMichaud | Tony Dreiling | Ruth AnnFry | Emily Staab
Jenna Schulte
i s % Weekend  5:00 Mass 7:30 Mass TR 5 EeT——
H 1 clissa Gmnther cCca &% €
| %‘ 1st Jovyce Dinges K of C Kenton Ginther Applebee Carolyn Herman
L el L0 Y ¢ Greeter | Grant Ginther Gerald Kaiser | Stacy & Jennifer
L e " 2nd Tom Bohm Lucille Rupp Johnson
| ‘ g : e
e =® & . —
i i 3rd Debbie Bohm  Gerald Kaiser EHC.H:;ZS g‘:ﬁiﬁ ” ?i;%;“(fr JS'E;’%“;(:;L J
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i e _‘E 4th John Haas Jean Ross Usher John anll Willy Pfeifer Vem Grpss Jon Schmeidler
| i = * Ha Lester Witthuhn Doug Ptacek Dr. Kevin Leon Wolf
: < 5th John Haas Lucille Rupp McDonald
]
! Gift Choice Usher Brian & James & Louis & Irene
| 10:00 Mass - As scheduled. Bearer Annette Yost Mary Murphy | Normandin
]
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St. Joseph Christmas Eve Pageant: It
won’t be long and it will be here! We
need children ages K - 6 to portray
n Mary, Joseph, angels, shepherds and
kings for the Christmas Eve Children’s
5:00 pm Mass on December 24th. If

you are interested, please call Kevin at the Parish Office, 625-
7356. Practice will be Thursday, December 22nd, at 1:00 p.m.
Children are also needed for the Children’s Choir that will sing at
the 5:00 p.m. Mass. Practice for the Children’s Choir will be
Thursday, Dec. 22nd, at 1:45 pm.
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From Jan. 14th through Jan. 22nd (Anniversary of Roe vs.
Wade, join everyone in Kansas for a 9 Day Novena to “End
Abortion in Kansas Forever”, In your own parish: Pray, Fast,
Offer Sacrifices, Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Rosary, Holy Hour
and Daily attend Holy Mass. Over 100 parishes in Kansas will
offer a Mass throughout the 9 Day Novena. St. Joseph Parish will
offer this intention on Friday, January 20, at the 5:30 p.m. Mass.
During the Novena, pray each day: “We forever entrust and con-
secrate Kansas to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and the Sacred
Heart of Jesus. Amen.”
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PARISH RECONCILIATION SERVICE
Monday, December 19th at 7:00 p.m.

Additional Times: Thursday - Saturday from
11:00 am. - 1:00 p.m. or by appointment.
There are NO confessions at 3:45 p.m. this
Saturday.

December 18, 2011 - Fourth Sunday of Advent

St. Joseph’s
ADVENT EVENING VESPERS
with Benediction
Join us for Advent Vespers each Sunday

evening at 5:30 p.m. during Advent
in the church.

Take 30 minutes out of your day and
Jjoin us for scripture, sung prayer,
and meditation in front of the Blessed
Sacrament as we prepare for His coming.

NEW AWAKENING FAITH SESSION - Starting in January
of 2012, Father Barnabas will provide an opportunity for YOU to
deepen your Christian Life through St. Matthews Gospel. The
first session will begin on Thursday, January 12, 2012, from 7:00
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the St. Joseph Parish Service Center. Watch
upcoming bulletin announcements for more details.

Moving or transferring parishes? Please
notify the parish office of your move so that
y | we may update our records.

1st and 3rd Saturday of the month at 5:00pm

Leading Teens Closer to Christ.

SUN 18 | MON 19 |TUES 20 |WED
7:30am 6:30am 6:30am 6:30am
Mass Mass Mass Mass
8:30am - Noon 5:30pm 5:30pm 5:300m
Cup aJoe Mass Mass 2:250m
FREE Coffee & Mass
Sweet Rolls 7:00pm 7:00 - 9:00p.m.

Communal Cup a Joe - Movie NO RE CLASSES
10:00am Mass Penance Service “Mrs. Miracle”
Liturgy for Little Ones 7:30 pm

Choir Practice

A GREAT GIFT FOR THE HISTORY BUFF!

"Celebrating 125 Years 1887-2012:
A History of the Diocese of Salina"
...is available at the
Parish Service Center
for $35.00.

ST. JOSEPH’S WEEK IN A GLANCE: December 18 - December 24

21 |THRS 22 FRI 23 |SAT 24
6:30 am 6:30am 6:30am
Mass Mass Mass
1lam-1pm llam-lpm 1lam -1pm
Confessions Confessions Confessions
1:00pm 5:30pm 5:00pm Mass
Pageant Mass Christmas Pageant
Practice 11:300m
5:30pm Choir Prelude
Mass

Midnight (12:00)
Midnight Mass
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PARISH NEWS

St. Joseph’s Prayer Chain, E-mail your prayer petitions to:
stjprayerchain@ruraltel.net, or call us at: 625-7356

Dillons Gift Cards are available in the back of church every
FIRST SUNDAY of the month. A portion of these sales go to
benefit TMP-Marian. These make GREAT GIFTS!

St. Joseph’s Monthly Card Party The second Saturday evening
of the month after the 5:00 p.m. Mass in the Parish Service Cen-
ter. Join us for a round of cards. (No card party in December)

Mary Elizabeth Greeting Cards are available at the Parish
Service Center. Cost is .50 per card or 7 for $3.00.

JOURNEY THROUGH GRIEF - New session begins February
15,2012. For more information contact Sr. Janet, 625-7356.

December 18, 2011 - Fourth Sunday of Advent

STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE

BECOME A FAN OF ST. JOSEPH
Check us out on Facebook:
St. Joseph Catholic Church

ORGANIZATION NOTES

CHRISTIAN MOTHERS / ALTAR SOCIETY - If
you are interested in joining the Christian Mothers / Altar Society,
please contact Bonnie Kuhn at kuhny@sbcglobal.net or at 625-
6633. "Ladies watch for the Yellow Envelope in you monthly
church envelope packet. This is where you can pay your Dues,
SCCW & make your No Bake Donation all at one time. Thank
you all, please try and have them all in later NO than Palm
Sunday. You don't have to be a member to donate to the No
Bake Sale. "

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBLUS - St. Joseph’s Knights of
Columbus, Council #1325 meets every FIRST TUESDAY of
the month at 7:30 p.m. in the Knights of Columbus room, second
floor in the Parish Service Center. For more information, please
contact Grand Knight Gary Feltis at 623-4505.

DAUGHTERS OF ISABELLA - Are you interested in
becoming a D of I member? Please contact Sandy Herman, 656-
009s.

PARISH CHOIR - The St. Joseph Parish Choir practices
each Wednesday evening at 7:30 p.m. in the choir loft. Anyone
may join the choir. For more information contact Carol Brull,
choir director, 625-9707 or Kevin Rupp, 625-7356. Men and
Women are needed!

SECULAR FRANCISCAN ORDER (SFO) - Weare
called to conform ourselves ever more closely to Christ. Some of
us do so by following the example of St. Francis. Meetings are
held at the Catholic Campus Center every third Sunday at 1:30
p-m. For more information about the meetings or about the Secu-
lar Franciscans in general please contact John Borra at 625-6870
(veritatis@eaglecom.net) or Jorge Vazquez at 785-432-3515.

Budgeted Envelopes/Offertory per week $20,000.00
Env./Offertory rec’d Dec. 5, - Dec. 11, 2011 $19,473.70
Children’s Env. rec’d Dec. 5, - Dec. 11, 2011 $5.70
Budgeted Envelopes/Offertory year to date $468,570.00
Actual Envelopes/Offertory rec’d year to date $444,209.96
As of Dec. 11, 2011 we are over/(under) budget ~ (524,360.04)

Additional Information
Immaculate Conception Collection: $2,232.40
Catholic Campaign for Human Development: $1,026.00

We ask parishioners to please make every effort to fulfill 100% of
their stewardship of treasure pledge that was made for the 201 1-
2012 fiscal year. As we approach the half~-way mark of the fiscal
year on December 31°, this is a good time to review your finan-
cial commitment to the parish and see how you're doing. For tax
deduction purposes for the 2011 calendar year, donations must
be received in the office by December 31°. A record of giving
will be going out later in January that will encompass the current
calendar year for tax purposes. That record of giving is also a
good tool to analyze your commitment to St. Joseph
Church. Meeting your pledge is extremely important to the vi-
ability and financial health of the parish. Thank you for your
generosity and commitment!

Elevator Project for Parish Service Center
Amount needed: $250,000.00
Amount raised to date: $104,828.00
Amount still needed: $145,172.00
If you would like to donate to this project,
place your donation in an envelope,
mark it “Elevator Project” and drop it in the Sunday Collection..

Collection Team Schedule:
December 18 - Jerry & Anne Weber
December 25 - Tony Dreiling & Tom Drees
January 1 - Jim & Jane Vanek

the third floor of the Parish Service Center.
Please use the east side door and the stair-
well to the third floor.

7:00 - 9:00 a.m. Monday - Wednesday
8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 2nd & 3rd Sunday of the Month
Open on 2nd & 3rd Tuesday evening from 7:00-9:00 p.m.

e Sunday, December 18 - Join us from 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
for FREE coffee cake and coffee.

e Tuesday, December 20 - Join us at Cup a Joe from 7:00 -
9:00 p.m. for the movie Mrs. Miracle.

e  Monday, December 26 - Cup of Joe will be closed.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
& YOUTH NEWS

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

¢ No Class on Wednesday, January 4 (Christmas Break)

¢ There will be a mandatory First Communion Parent Meeting/
Retreat on Sunday, January 8 from 1:30 - 3:00 p.m. at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary parish Activity Center. All sec-
ond grade students and at least one parent must attend.

¢ Religious Education classes resume on Wednesday, January
11, at 6:45 p.m.

YOUTH NEWS

Eight teens were able to attend our Advent LifeNight on Dec. 3rd!
No other JrCYO students attended the Dec. 4th meeting, so the
Michaud Family wrapped the Holiday Care Packages for those
considering vocations in our Diocese. No doubt, it was a busy
December weekend with crazy winter weather! Check these An-
nouncements for all other activities going on this month...

Sunday Dec. 18th—following 10am mass—help bring up the
trees to decorate the church—sign-up with Renee!

Sunday Dec. 18th—2-6pm—Christmas Caroling & Party!
Details were sent on postcards; sign-up with Renee!

Tues. Dec. 20th & Weds. Dec. 21st-5-8pm in the Mall! Join us
as we wrap gifts for holiday shoppers! All donations will be
given to the Elevator Fund!

A Prayer & Action / NCYC Lock-In Gathering will be held on
Weds. Dec 21st, 5:30pm-Thurs. Dec. 22nd Spm, hosted by [HM
& the Seminarians! Our time will include games, speaker, con-
fessions/adoration/Party of Praise, collation, sleep, prayer, Mass,
Service Projects, and more! Cost to attend is $5, and you must
be signed up by Dec. 15 to attend. Contact Renee for more info.

Our Next LifeNight will be held on Jan. 7th from 6-8pm follow-
ing the 5pm LifeTeen Mass! We’ll be kicking off a brand new
semester in LifeTeen on Scripture! Friends are welcome!

FOOD PANTRY

Item of the month for December: Cereal! Hot/Cold Varie-
ties... all are appreciated!

(hours are 9:00 a.m. to noon)

Med. Sized boxes that can be closed are again needed. Please
leave in the hallway of the second floor of the Parish Center.

Monetary Donations: can be sent through the weekend collec-
tions or left at the Parish Service Center. Thank You!

Volunteers: are needed to unload a shipment from the KS Food
Bank on Monday, Dec. 19th at 8:30am, for 30-45 minutes. No
need to call, just show up by the East Doors of the parish center if
you can help!

December 18, 2011 - Fourth Sunday of Advent

THE CHRISTMAS & EASTER STORY:
Excerpts from the TRUTH & LIFE
| dramatization Audio

CHRISTMAS
EASTER STORY

TRUTHSLIFE

The Truth and Life Dramatization Audio

i Bible is a brilliantly-recorded production of

XMl (he Revised Standard Version (Catholic Edi-

tion) of the New Testament. Endorsed with

an Imprimatur from the Vatican, Truth and Life is truly the first

of its kind. These excerpts are narrated by a star-studded cast and

include beautiful music and sound effects which make the scrip-

tural accounts of Christmas and Easter come alive, helping us to
enter more deeply into the birth, death and resurrection of Christ.

St. Joseph’s is offering this and many more CD’s from
Lighthouse Catholic Media for our parishioners to check out, take
home and listen to. Stop by the parish office to see what is
available.

VOCATION PRAYER

Heavenly Father, bless our diocese with the grace of many voca-
tions to the priesthood and religious life. Through the interces-
sion of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, grant to those You have
called the willingness and generosity of spirit to give themselves
in devoting their lives and their talents to the service of Our Lord
and to His Church. Increase the faith of all within our diocese,
and particularly the faith of those You have called and will con-
tinue to call to serve Your people. Help each of us be good stew-
ards of the gift of our vocation. We ask this through Christ our
Lord. Amen

ST. JOSEPH PARISH OFFERS
A NEW SERIES OF AWAKENING FAITH

Starting in January of 2012, Father Barnabas will
provide an opportunity for YOU to deepen your
Christian Life through

ST. MATTHEWS GOSPEL.......

THURSDAY EVENINGS
7:00PM TO 8:30PM
Parish Center
210 West 13" Street

JANUARY 12, 2012
JANUARY 26, 2012
FEBRUARY 9, 2012
FEBRUARY 23, 2012

MATTHEW

STANLEY HAUERWAS

Bring your Bible.
You will receive a book to guide your study.

MARK your calendar TODAY....

To explore, learn, share & deepen your faith.
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December 18, 2011 - Fourth Sunday of Advent

Paul Turner

AUA

Christmas is the only day on our church calendar that calls
for Midnight Mass. Easter has its Vigil. But the pivotal cele-
bration at Christmas is the Mass at Midnight.

Actually, we have four Masses for Christmas, each with
its own prayers and Scriptures: the Vigil Mass on the eve-
ning of December 24, Mass at Midnight and Mass at Dawn
for those times of day, and Mass during the Day for Decem-
ber 25, We may mix and match the Scriptures if we wish.
There’s no fixed time when these Masses must be celebrated
not even the one at midnight. The titles are a simple conve-
nience to identify the four. A parish might celebrate “Mid-
night Mass” at ten in the morning or eight at night. Parish
staffs laugh at callers who ask, “What time is Midnight
Mass?” But the question isn’t as stupid as it sounds. If we
attend any Mass Christmas Day, it’s possible we’ll hear the
Scriptures of Midnight Mass.

That’s a plus, because the Gospel of Midnight Mass
alone relates Luke’s immortal story of the birth of Jesus. It’s
the good news people want to hear when they come to Mass
on Christmas.

The Midnight Mass tradition reaches far back in our his-
tory. It originated probably in Rome before the Middle
Ages.

One reason for Mass at midnight is that we used to fast
all day before communion, and since Christmas was such a
grand day, we wanted to cut to the celebration as soon as
possible.

Another reason is the tradition that Jesus was born at
midnight. This comes from an interpretation of a passage
from Wisdom 18:14-15. The author says that during Israel’s
Passover, God’s word leaped from heaven when the night
was half gone. So in the new covenant, it was assumed
God’s Word leaped from heaven at midnight. The mystique
of Midnight Mass draws some who come to church only
rarely. The shepherds, the magi, the angels, the animals - the
mystery of Christmas beckons us all.

St. Joseph Parish Choir will begin
singing at 11:30 as a prelude before
Midnight Mass.

Copyright © 1997 Resource Publications, Inc., 160 E. Virginia St #290, San Jose,
CA 95112, (408) 286-8505, Paul Turner, pastor of St. Munchin Parish in
Cameron, Mo.

Advent/Christmas Schedule

December 19, 2011 - Monday

IHM - Posadas - 7:00 p.m.

IHM - Evening Prayer - 9:00 p.m.

St. Joseph - Communal Penance Service - 7:00 p.m.

December 20, 2011 - Tuesday

IHM - Posadas - 7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium

IHM - Evening Prayer - 9:00 p.m.

St. Nicholas - Communal Penance Service - 7:00 p.m.

December 21, 2011 - Wednesday
IHM - Posadas - 7:00 p.m. in the Casa Mana
IHM - Evening Prayer - 9:00 p.m.

December 22, 2011 - Thursday
IHM - Posadas - 7:00 p.m. in the Casa Mana
IHM - Evening Prayer - 9:00 p.m.

December 23, 2011 - Friday
IHM - Posadas - 7:00 p.m. in the Activity Center

December 24, 2011 - (Saturday) Christmas Eve
Antonino - 4:00 p.m.
Catharine - Midnight Mass
Comeau Catholic Campus Center - 10:00 p.m.
IHM - 5:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m. (Spanish), and Midnight
Munjor - 9:00 p.m.
Schoenchen - 5:30 p.m.
St. Joseph - 5:00 p.m. (Children’s Mass w/pageant),

11:30 p.m. Choir Prelude w/ Mass at Midnight
St. Nicholas of Myra - 5:00 p.m. (Family Mass), 11:00 p.m.

December 25, 2011 - (Sunday) Christmas Day

Comeau Catholic Campus Center - 9:30 a.m. (NO 6:00 pm Mass)
IHM - 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., NO noon or 6:00 p.m. Mass
Munjor - 10:30 a.m.

St. Joseph - 7:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m.,

St. Nicholas of Myra - 9:00 a.m.

December 31, 2012 - (Saturday) Solemnity of Mary
Antonino - 4:00 p.m.

IHM - 5:00 p.m.

Munjor - 7:00 p.m.

Schoenchen - 5:30 p.m.

St. Joseph - 5:00 p.m.

St. Nicholas of Myra - 5:00 p.m.

January 1, 2012 - Solemnity of Mary

Catherine - 9:00 a.m.

IHM - 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., Noon (Spanish), 6:00 p.m.
Munjor - 8:00 p.m.

St. Joseph - 7:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m.

St. Nicholas of Myra - 9:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.




St. Joseph Catholic Church, Hays, Ks.

EN THEOS

© LPi

Question: If each of the Gospels recounts
the life and teaching of Jesus, why are they
not the same? Don't the differences prove
that the Gospels are not accurate?

Answer: Whenever all my siblings are
together and we begin to talk about events
in our family, there are various versions of
the same story. We remember different
details and recall our own perspective on
how things happened, why we did things
they way we did, and even how good the
food was! That's because every story has
an objective and a subjective point of view.
There are facts to each story, historical and
verifiable, as well as each person's experi-
ence and viewpoint as those events oc-
curred.

The same is true of the Gospels. Each Gos-
pel writer has a particular theological point
of view, as well as a particular audience he
is addressing that influences how he tells
the story. You'll notice, however, that the
teaching of Jesus is consistent in each of
the Gospels. The stories and details may
differ, as well as the Evangelists' choice of
which stories to include, because the pur-
pose of the Gospels is theological, not bio-
graphical. Each writer seeks to convey the
message of salvation that Jesus proclaims.
That message is clear, consistent, real, and
eternal. That does not change.

© 2010 Liturgical Publications Inc
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Cycles of Life

It seems that angels are everywhere at
Christmas. In today's Gospel Gabriel
comes to Mary to announce that she will
bear the Savior. In other stories at this time
of year, an angel comes to Zechariah and
Elizabeth to announce the birth of John the
Baptist. An angel appears to Joseph to tell
him to welcome Mary into his home. An-
gels appear to the shepherds to proclaim
the birth of Christ, and to the Magi to warn
them to flee from Herod after they have
presented their gifts to the newborn King.

In our popular culture, angels adorn the
Christmas cards we send, are put up on our
front lawns, and festoon the house in vari-
ous decorations. In an argument that re-
flects the different perspectives of the two
Gospel stories of the birth of Jesus, fami-
lies debate what will sit atop the Christmas
tree: a star-which reveals the birth of Christ
in Matthew's Gospel-or an angel-which
heralds the birth of the Savior to the shep-
herds in the story written down in Luke.

Mary was hardly the first to be visited
by an angel. They have a solid history in
the Bible. But Mary's quick assent to the
will of God is an example for all of us who
follow Christ. She was willing to accept
what God wanted of her, that is, to become
the mother of his Son. And it was the angel
that conveyed the message.

So with all of the images of angels that
surround us at this time of year, it might be
good to ask ourselves who are the real an-
gels in our lives. As with Mary, there may
be people around us who give insight into
the will of God for us. As with the Magi,
there may be people who give us warnings
about the paths to follow in life. As with
Joseph, there may be those who give spe-
cific direction about what is right. They are
all our angels.

©2011 Liturgical Publications Inc
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December 18, 2011 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
Kids: Sharing the Gospel

Sharing the Gospel:

With God's helping hands, you can do un-
believable things. You can write books.
You can be the President. You can clean

up your bedroom. You can climb monkey
bars. You can give food and drink to the
hungry. When you are feeling weak, sit
down and pray. Ask God to help you.
Nothing is impossible for him. Just like
Mary, you have to believe that you can do
anything with God's help.

Prayer:
Lord, give me wisdom to ask you for your
help.

Something to Draw:
Draw the angel telling Mary that she would
have the baby Jesus.

Mission for the Week:
I will not give up on difficult jobs. I will
pray and try again.

©2008 - PO Box 510817, New Berlin, WI 53151-0817 - 1-
800-950-9952 x2469 - LPiResourceCenter.com

Readings of the Week of Dec 18,2011

Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/
Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38

Monday:  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 1:5-25

Tuesday:  Is 7:10-14/Lk 1:26-38

Wednesday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/
Lk 1:39-45

Thursday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46-56

Friday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66

Saturday: Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12,
14a, 16/Lk 1:67-79

Next Sun.: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-
17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or
1:18-25

Midnight:  Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14

Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/
Lk 2:15-20

Day: Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/

Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14

©Liturgical Publications Inc




St. Joseph Catholic Church, Hays, Ks.
Holy Family Elementary & TMP-Marian

Catholic School Notes...what's going on

Holy Family Elementary
Jana Simon, Principal
625-3131

December
e Dec. 19 -Jan 3 - Christmas Vacation.

January
Jan. 4 - Teacher Work Day
Jan. 5 - Students are Back to School
Jan. 6 - Rosary, 2:30 p.m., IHM Church
Jan. 8 - First Communion Retreat, 2nd Grade Students,
1:30 - 3:00 p.m., Activity Center
June Birthday Mass and Dinner
e Jan. 16 - Home & School Meeting, 7:00 p.m. Activity Center
e Jan. 17 - Mother’s Mass, 8:00 a.m.

Thank you very much for supporting HFE collecting Box Tops
for Education, Labels for Education, aluminum, cell phone and
cartridge recycling, McDonald receipts, Tyson labels, purchasing
HFE Bucks, and participating in the Nex-tech Wireless School
Rebate Program.

Thomas More Prep-Marian
Bill DeWitt, Principal
625-6577

Dillons gift certificates will be replaced with Dillons
reloadable (add value to) gift cards. TMP-Marian will

now benefit 5% (instead of 4%) on all cards purchased

through the school as well as all amounts re-loaded on Mg
your gift card. Be sure and purchase a Dillons gift card

from the school for its face value. (Currently we carry $25 and
$100 values, but we can order any specific denominations in case
you want some as gifts if given enough notice.) Continually re-
loading your card is the way the school will benefit! You must
purchase the cards from the school directly or after Mass at St.
Joseph’s on the first weekend of the month. Any questions, con-
tact Sandy Losey in the Advancement Office at 785-625-6577.

December
e Dec. 19 -Jan 4 - Christmas Vacation.

January
e Jan. 29 - Feb. 4 - Catholic Schools Week

THOMAS
——MORE SOGETY ——

December 18, 2011 - Fourth Sunday of Advent

HEARTLAND PARISH NEWS

. ADORATION CHAPEL: Following are the names,
= time responsible and phone numbers of the Archangels:
Bob & Carol Feauto:(/2am - 6am), 628-1429; Galen
Schmidtberger: (6am - 12pm), 1-785-735-4820; Yvonne
jf\ Demuth: (/12pm - 6pm), 628-2172; Geri Rupp: (6pm -
— 12am), 628-1801. If you need a substitute, please try to
find a one or call the Archangel within your time frame. If you
can’t reach them, call one of the other Archangels.

Community Assistance Center Garage Sale, 12th & Oak,
Tuesday, December 20th.

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION - Divine Mercy Radio invites all
parishioners to their studio Tuesday, Dec. 20 for birthday cake,
coffee or apple cider. KVDM is one year old! So stop in and see
the studios and celebrate this day. The studio office will be open
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and is located in the Wasinger Building,
108 E. 12™ St. Suite #1, second floor.

Did you know St. Joseph Parish has a FACEBOOK page?
Just go to our website, www.stj-church.com and click on the link
that says FACEBOOK and receive all the latest new and events
as it happens in our parish. “Join Us”!

=] A SOLEMN VESPERS service is planned for
Sunday, January 8, at 6:00 p.m. at the original
Cathedral Church, now Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Catholic Church in Concordia.  All
priests, religious and laity are invited to this
1y special service. At the vesper service, the anni-
i versary image of Our Lady of Perpetual Help,

principle patroness of the Salina Diocese, will
be blessed and begin a pilgrimage through the diocese during the
anniversary celebration.

ATTENTION KNITTERS: Hays High DECA needs you!
DECA is collecting knitted/crocheted baby hats and blankets for
prematurely born babies who are staying at the Ronald McDonald
House in Wichita. For more information please contact Sidney
Schmeidler at 12sschmeidler@usd489.com or Shaina Prough at
sprough@489.com Patterns are available, but not necessary.

Engaged Encounter Dates
Feb 3-5,2012
March 30 - April 1, 2012
Capuchin Center for
Spiritual Life - Victoria, Ks.

Marriage Encounter Dates
March 16-18, 2012
Concordia, Ks.

Sept. 14 - 16,2012
Victoria, Ks.

PRAYER FOR A NEW BISHOP

Heavenly Father, you have blessed our diocese time and again
with good and holy bishops who have led us ever closer to you.
Aware of your profound love for us, we ask you to bless us once
again. Send us a good and holy man to become our next bishop.
Inspire us, the clergy, religious and laity of the diocese to work
generously with him so that we might grow together in your love
and continue the good work you have begun in us for the sake of
all. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever
and ever. Amen.







