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MASSES & SACRAMENTS 

 
Saturday: 5:00pm (Vigil Mass) 
 Band Mass - 1st & 3rd Sat. 
 

Sunday: 7:30am 
 10:30am - Choir Mass (Sept - May) 
 Liturgy for Little Ones (Sept - May) 
                    Campus Center 9:00am & 6:00pm 
 

Weekdays: St. Joseph -  Mon. - Fri. 6:30am 
                     Campus Center - Mon - Thurs. 5:45pm 

 
Holy Days:  5:30pm Vigil, 6:30am, 12:05pm, 5:30pm 
                      
   

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
      St. Joseph -  Saturdays at 3:30 - 4:30pm      
          or by appointment. 
      Campus Center - Mon. - Thurs. 5:00 pm 
                                                           Sunday 5:00 - 5:30 pm 
 

Sacrament of Baptism:  
 Please contact the Parish Office.  
 Baptism Class is generally first Monday 
 of the month. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage:  
 Please contact Parish office no later 
 than six months prior. Couples expect-
 ing a traditional Catholic Wedding are 
 expected to be living a traditional 
 Catholic lifestyle.  
 

Sacrament of Anointing:  
 Please contact the parish office.  
 

St. Joseph Church 
215 West 13th 

Hays, Ks.  67601 
www.stj-church.com 
stjoseph@ruraltel.net 

Making Lent Work For Us  

Fr. Fred Gatschet 

     Lent has begun and perplexes many of 

us. What should we do? Give up pop or 

beer?  Pray more?  Maybe try to make 

daily Mass more often?  While these are 

all praiseworthy practices, it may benefit 

us more to stand back and ask ourselves 

the question, what is our observance of 

Lent supposed to 

help us achieve?  

  

     The answer is 

liberation from sin.  

But then we fall 

back into the age old 

cycle of mustering 

up all kinds of 

strength to resist 

temptation.  We 

start, perhaps with a 

good confession, 

and then think, ñOK, 

I am starting with a 

clean slate, now if I 

can just avoid these 

sins, I should be 

goodéò  And then 

what happens?  We 

fall back into old 

and established pat-

terns of behavior and are more disap-

pointed and even disgusted with ourselves 

than before.  Lent seems to set us up for 

failure. 

 

     But God is not cruel!  He does not 

want us to fail at overcoming sin.  Maybe 

what we need during Lent is a better per-

spective or vantage point as we face our 

demons.  The image I would like to pro-

pose for this Lent is that of a shoe horn--

that simple smooth polished device that 

allows our feet to slide almost effortlessly 

into a shoe. 

 

     If we are having a hard time stuffing 

our foot into a shoe, we can continue jam-

ming our foot into the shoe as we stretch 

it and stick our finger between our heel 

and the back of the shoe as we force our 

foot in.  Or we can reach for the shoe 

horn, slide it in between our heel and the 

back of the shoe and avoid all the grief 

and frustration. 

 

     I think we can see sin and vice in the 

same way.  We can try to use the brute 

force of our will to overcome our spiritual 

and moral failures and the outcome is 

usually the same as we relapse into our 

old sinful ways. 

 

     It would seem 

that there should be 

a better way, and 

there is.  What if we 

ñstir into flameò as 

St. Paul tells St. 

Timothy, the gifts 

we received at our 

confirmation?  We 

have the gifts of 

Knowledge, Wis-

dom, and Under-

standing. We should 

use them.  

  

     Consider this 

example: It would 

certainly be a hei-

nous crime to pur-

posely run over a 

woman pushing a 

baby carriage with 

our car.  Yet, for how many people is this 

even a thought, let alone a temptation?  It 

is not an issue because we see it for what 

it isðan abominable crime.  We see it the 

way God Himself sees it.  What if we 

came to see other sins in just the same 

way?  What if we were able to see our 

sins the way God Himself sees them?  

  

     If I could see my greed, avarice, lazi-

ness, pettiness, and other sins and charac-

ter flaws the way God sees them, I would 

naturally and automatically be as repulsed 

by them as any of us are at the prospect of 

running over a woman pushing a baby 

carriage.  In such a case, rather than con-

quering sin by brute force, we use the 

shoe horn of Godôs wisdom, knowledge, 

and understanding to see sin for what it is, 

and then simply want nothing more to do 

with it.  We see the same dynamic with 

people who are trying to overcome addic-

tions.  They can try to quit their bad habits 
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IN MEMORIAM  

Evelyn M. Bieker 

Bernard ñBernieò Brown 

Mary Frances Goetz 

Delbert E. Leiker 

Gerald L. Ruder 

Juliana Unrein 

Venita ñNettiò Wolf 

Robert ñBobò Young  

 

with drugs, tobacco, alcohol, pornogra-

phy, etc., by sheer act of will.  These at-

tempts usually fail.  But once, by the 

grace of God, they see their addiction for 

what it is, they are able to walk away and 

leave it behind. 

 

     The technical term for this is conver-

sion.  It is what we might call the shoe 

horn of the soul.  It is not a matter of 

drawing our sword and slaying our 

dragon, but the result of looking at our old 

sins anew through Godôs eyes.  It is a 

matter of acquiring the vision to see the 

world the way God does, and then natu-

rally gravitate towards it.  

 

     Perhaps this Lent, instead of attempt-

ing to force-fit our souls into ways that 

are holy and virtuous, we can pray for the 

shoe horn of Godôs grace to train us to 

naturally seek and desire such things as 

patience, chastity, generosity, and other 

virtues for their own sake. 

Funerals: Commending Christians to Their Creator or 

Canonization Masses? 
 

Fr. Fred Gatschet 

     Over the past couple of centuries, our perception of the fates of souls after the death of 

the body has vacillated. Perhaps at one time, we were too fatalistic and focused too much 

on Godôs judgement, wrath, and the prospect of spending eternity in hell.  Thomas C. 

Reeves is a former Methodist bishop and now a Catholic.  Commenting on contemporary 

Christian attitudes about the state of a soul after death, in his book, The Empty Church: 

The Suicide of Liberal Christianity, he cites Helmut Richard Niebuhr who once stated: ñA 

God without wrath brought men without sin into a Kingdom without judgment through 

the ministrations of a Christ without a Cross.ò 

  

     This seems to sum up what most people, including most Catholics, believe about the 

prospect of going to heaven.  While St. Paul admonishes us, ñSo then, my belovedéwork 

out your salvation with fear and tremblingò (Philippians 2:12) most Americans do not 

give ñworking out their salvation with fear and tremblingò much thought.  While most 

American Christians believe that hell exists, very few believe that they could possibly end 

up there. 

 

     Clearly, as the pendulum swings, truth gets lost.  Were the old hellfire and brimstone 

sermons that warned congregations that they were on the edge of falling into eternal dam-

nation accurate?  Probably not.  Were (are!) the current sermons that focus on the love 

and mercy of God to the exclusion of His justice and wrath accurate?  It would certainly 

be hard to prove that point of view from the Scriptures. 

 

     Nowhere has this become more evident than at funeral time.  At someoneôs deathbed, 

at the vigil (wake) service, and at the funeral dinner after the Mass and graveside service, 

we hear such statements as ñShe is with God nowéHe has gone to live with the angelsé

He is in a better placeéEarthôs loss is heavenôs gainéò  Even funeral homilies, (or prot-

estant eulogies) are more like canonizations than the pious and holy act of commending a 

Christian soul to God for a merciful judgment. 

 

     This attitude is not only wrong, it is cold hearted.  If we are so sure that ñ(S)He is with 

God nowéò then there is no need to pray for them.  Skip the funeral Mass and take them 

directly from the funeral home to the cemetery.  (S)He does not need our prayers if (s)he 

is in heaven.  But if indeed our dearly departed do indeed need to go through a final 

cleansing of character flaws and other defects to be made ready for heaven, and we refuse 

to pray for them because we are so cock-sure that they already in heaven, we do them a 

great disservice. 

   

     The Churchôs ancient belief in Purgatory, outlined in paragraphs 1030-32 of The Cate-

chism of the Catholic Church reminds us of the longstanding tradition of the Church, with 

roots stretching back to the Old Testament, of the value of praying for the souls of the 

dead as they pass through their final purification on their way to heaven. 

 

     My good friend, the late Msgr. Raymond Menard (1912-2006), often commented on 

how disturbing he found it that fewer and fewer Catholics were having Masses said for 

the repose of the souls of the dead.  Across the Salina Diocese, we find some parishes 

where the practice of having Masses said for the dead is alive and thriving and other 

places where it has been all but pushed aside. 

   

     We cannot be sure of the eternal status of anyoneôs soul.  But we can be sure that all 

prayers offered for the dead are beneficial.  The teaching on the Communion of Saints 

assures us that should we offer a Rosary or a Mass for someone who, by Godôs grace, has 

been received into heaven, then the benefits of that prayer are applied by God to some 

other soul in need.  So we cannot lose.  Instead of canonizing our dead, let us pray for 

them.  And, of course, as Catholics we know the highest form of prayer we can offer for 

anyone is the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  Think about this the next time you attend a 

funeral.   
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STEWARDSHIP PRAYER 
 

God our Father, 

You are the source of life and every blessing. 

All that we have comes from You. 

Help us to walk in your ways as faithful disciples of Jesus. 

As good stewards of your many blessings teach us to receive your gifts gratefully, 

cultivate them responsibly, share them in justice and love 

with others, and return them with increase to You, our Father. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord, 

Who came that we might have life, 

and have it abundantly. 

Amen 
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